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MR PETER CASSERLY 
Condolence Motion 

DR G.I. GALLOP (Victoria Park - Premier) [2.01 pm] - without notice:  I move -  
That the house records its sincere regret at the death of Peter Casserly and tenders its deep sympathy to 
his family.  

Peter Casserly led a full, long and truly remarkable life.  From his earliest years in Western Australia to the 
battlefields of France and Belgium, Peter Casserly leaves a legacy of courage, determination and hard work.  He 
will remain an inspiration to us all.   
Mr Casserly was born on 28 January 1898.  He lived through three centuries and watched as Western Australia 
changed from a struggling outpost to the powerhouse economy it is today.  Mr Casserly’s father was a railway 
maintenance worker at Gingin when Peter was born.  When Peter was about four, the family moved to a 
squatters’ camp at Rocky Bay, near what is now Buckland Hill.  Peter went to school in North Fremantle.  
Before joining the army on 12 March 1917, Mr Casserly held many diverse jobs, including working in a soap 
factory; at a rope works; at the State Implement Works, making farm machinery; and for Western Australian 
Government Railways as a locomotive cleaner.  A booklet titled “Diggers and Mates” tells the story of 
Mr Casserly’s service.  I quote -  

Once enlisted, Mr Casserly spent only 5 days at Blackboy Hill before being transferred to Melbourne 
and onto England, France and Belgium.  Mr Casserly was one of the young men who put his age up in 
order to enlist.  He was old enough to enlist, but put his age up to 21 so his parents did not have to give 
their approval.   

He recalls delivering ammunition while overseas by using a light railway company, and having to 
continuously move camp.  With the assistance of a sergeant and a corporal he built houses from 
ammunition cases around their depots. 

Mr Casserly had a lucky escape on one occasion.  He was standing outside when a shell whizzed past 
his ear.  The shell dropped at his feet and for some unexplained reason did not explode. 

His experiences on the battlefields of Europe led him to become a committed opponent of war. 

After the First World War, Mr Casserly initially worked on the wharves and then on a ship in Fremantle.  He was 
awarded a certificate from the Royal Humane Society of Australasia for rescuing a sailor from the water.  Later 
he would work as a fisherman in Lancelin and open his own wood yard.  Peter was the last of the original 
Anzacs; therefore, it is only appropriate that we commemorate his passing with a state funeral on Friday.   

Mr Casserly married his wife, Monica, in 1923.  They remained close until her death last August.  The couple 
had two sons, Peter and Edward, both of whom fought during World War II.  However, only Peter Jr survives.  
Mr Casserly was the last World War I digger.  He leaves behind his son Peter, seven grandchildren, 11 great-
grandchildren and four great great-grandchildren.  Mr Speaker, our condolences are extended to his family.   

MR M.J. BIRNEY (Kalgoorlie - Leader of the Opposition) [2.06 pm]:  It was a time referred to as World War 
I, but it is remembered by historians as the Great War.  The flower of Europe’s youth was cut down in what was 
also called the war to end all wars.  Sadly, this has not proved to be the case.  However, for Australians it was a 
time when we came of age on the world stage.  No longer protected or insulated by the tyranny of distance, the 
troops we sent to other corners of the world forged a name that lives on.  Last week’s death of World War I 
veteran Peter Casserly was a sad reminder of those who did not come back.  However, it is also a happy 
reminder of men like Mr Casserly who experienced the horrors of war and who went on to live a fruitful and 
wonderful life for many years in their own country, a country they helped to keep free.  Mr Casserly, who was 
107, was Western Australia’s last survivor of the Great War.  His passing is noted not with tears and sadness but 
with a smile for his achievement of longevity in a free world that he fought so hard to keep that way.   

As a 19-year-old member of the 80-man 2nd Light Railway Operating Company, Mr Casserly transported troops 
and ammunition to difficult-to-reach places.  We can only reflect on those times.  Communications and daily 
reports from the front translated into sporadic news items that were heard throughout Australia on the wireless, 
which can be compared with today’s television coverage that shows us the reality of armed conflict.  However, 
Mr Casserly found a way of getting his news through.  It seems impossibly quaint that a 19-year-old would put a 
message in a bottle and toss it overboard from a troop carrier with the expectation that his mother would receive 
it.  His message got through after it was picked up on the beach at Esperance and delivered to his mother in 
Fremantle.  The letter told his mother that he was going to war.  It washed up on the sands of one of Western 
Australia’s most southerly beaches.  A simple tide change and the message would not have got through.  
Contrasting that with our modern lifestyle and constant contact via mobile phone, e-mail and short message 
service gives some breadth to the long life and changing times experienced by Peter Casserly.   
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As a proud Western Australian, I pay tribute to this man’s life.  He is survived by his son Peter and 22 other 
direct descendants.  It is with them that his memory lives on.  For the rest of us, Mr Casserly’s passing is the 
final sentence in a long letter that was first written when Australian troops went to war in Europe.  To all those 
men and women we say that at the going down of the sun and in the morning, we will remember them.  Lest we 
forget.   
MR B.J. GRYLLS (Merredin - Leader of the National Party) [2.08 pm]:  My National Party colleagues and I 
support the condolence motion that was moved by the Premier and supported by the opposition.  The passing of 
Mr Peter Casserly is an important day in Western Australia’s history.  We mark with deep respect the passing of 
our last Western Australian World War I digger.  Our condolences go to his family.   
It is also time for us to honour Mr Peter Casserly and the diggers who served with him.  Without wanting to go 
over what other members have said, Mr Casserly can rest in peace knowing that Western Australians have a 
great love for the history of our state and for the way the diggers performed in those great battles.  Indeed, that 
love is shown every year on Anzac Day.  Mr Casserly can rest easily knowing that that support will continue for 
many years. 
MR M. McGOWAN (Rockingham - Minister for Tourism) [2.09 pm]:  I also rise to pay tribute to our last 
World War I digger, Mr Peter Casserly, whose passing was a significant event for our state.  In many ways, Peter 
Casserly was a man of his generation.  From what I have read, he did not regard himself as being particularly 
unusual as his experience was very common to the men of his era.  He experienced suffering during his lifetime 
of which those of us around today, certainly all of us in this Parliament, have no comprehension.  He fought in 
the First World War, endured the suffering of the Great Depression, and then lived through the great trauma and 
turmoil of the Second World War with the potential of losing one of his sons to that war. 
The loss of any individual is a sad event, but the loss of Mr Casserly means we have lost any direct connection 
with that event called the First World War, which was the most traumatic event in the past 100 years of this 
nation.  Perhaps our country came closer to being invaded in the Second World War, but the trauma caused to 
the Australian population in the First World War is without parallel.  Australia lost 60 000 young people, and of 
the more than 400 000 young men and women in uniform, 330 000 of them served overseas.  Given Australia’s 
smaller population in those days, the 60 000 killed in the four-year period of that war would equate to 
approximately 300 000 of our citizens being killed in a war today, and virtually all of them were young men in 
their teens or 20s.  In today’s terms, that would be the equivalent of a city the size of Canberra being wiped off 
the map. 
The First World War resulted in many technological advances, principally to the detriment of humankind: the 
war created new ways of killing people, many of which still exist today.  In due course, the outcome of the First 
World War caused even more turmoil for the people of the world because it led to events in subsequent decades 
that resulted in even more death and destruction - one of which was the Second World War - and to other 
significant events that continue to be felt in Australia today. 
There was great political turmoil at the time of the First World War.  The Nationalist Party took Australia into 
the war, but the Labor Party formed government within a month of Australia’s entering the war.  The memorable 
remarks of then Prime Minister Andrew Fisher that Australia would participate in the First World War to “the 
last man and the last shilling” almost came to pass.  Australia’s participation in the war caused a split in the 
Australian Labor Party, and it caused turmoil in our political party for the next 15 years or so.  It led to a range of 
social, attitudinal and other factors coming into play in Australia that stay with us today.  The First World War 
led to Mr Casserly becoming a pacifist - he said that he had a philosophical objection to war - and it led to the 
rise of extreme political movements in parts of Europe and Russia, including communism.  It also led to the rise 
of different types of extremism in Australia, including a strong communist movement and a strong nationalist 
movement, and resulted in the planting of the first seeds of the republican movement in this country.   
In a social sense, the suffering endured for many decades by the families of those who were lost or terribly 
injured was felt in every town, city, suburb and street throughout our country until very recently.  Many of the 
women who lost their loved ones, and many of the mothers and fathers who lost their sons, never recovered.   
The loss of the connection with Mr Casserly is significant in those historic terms.  Most importantly, we must 
listen to the experiences and messages he left for us and make sure that we learn from the mistakes of the past. 
The SPEAKER:  I ask that members stand in their place and observe a minute’s silence in support of this 
motion. 
Question passed, members standing. 
 


